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TIDINGS 
 

 I was recently in the back of a long line doing some Christmas shopping when I overheard two people dis-

cussing New Year’s resolutions. In the crazy excitement and busyness that accompanies the Christmas season, I 

often push the coming new year to the back of my mind. But because these people were discussing it, and because I 

was at the back of a very long line, I started thinking about what my New Year’s resolution might be. 

 What might your resolution be, if you have one? Things like lose weight, get organized, travel more, and 

read more books are usually towards the top of people’s lists. But what if I asked you to think about a resolution in 

regards to your faith? What would that look like? Attend church more? Join the Bible study? Pray more? Pray in 

new ways? 

 It can be overwhelming to think about changing something in your life, especially in regards to faith. But I 

do think it is worth doing. The coming of the Christ child in the Christmas season is really the start of the Christian 

new year, a new opportunity to grow in faith and to renew and revitalize our relationship with God. Because all 

those other goals? Losing weight, reading more, enjoying life more fully? Those things are all made possible by 

God and are enhanced by a life of faith. 

 The other issue with new year’s resolutions is that we often fall short of our goals. Some of you may be 

thinking—why even try to set a goal for my faith when so often we don’t follow through? Once the glow and en-

ergy of the new year wears off, many people do struggle to make good on their plan. A study published by the Jour-

nal of Clinical Psychology said only 46% of people who made new year’s resolutions were successful. But the 

same study also said that people who had vague goals, but did not actually make a resolution, only 4% of those 

people were successful in meeting their goals. 

 So in the coming year I invite you to at least think about what you could do to grow into your faith a bit 

more deeply. It can be creative and innovative or it can be something simple. Keep a prayer journal. Meditate for 5 

minutes before bed. Whatever works for your schedule and lifestyle. But make that resolution. Sit down and think 

about how you can include God, the church community, or spirituality into your life. One of the best ways that you 

can succeed in your goal is to have accountability with a person or group of people. Let people in on what you are 

trying to accomplish. Invite a friend to join you at church for a month and cheer each other on as you lose that moti-

vation Saturday night. This community here at Westhampton Presbyterian church is here to support and encourage 

you. We are so glad that you are a part of this community and that you have chosen to include us in your life of 

faith. 

 Finally and most importantly, be gentle with yourself. Remember that Rome was not built in a day. Many 

of our biblical forefathers and foremothers made great errors in judgment or fell off track. It takes time to live into a 

faith that is genuine and meaningful and change can be difficult. Remember that failing to do something once is not 

a failure. Having a moment of weakness is not a failure. God is proud of who you are and seeks to see the best in 

you. 

 As we enter into the New Year, feel the love and support of community behind you and we 

are so glad that we are all on this journey of faith together. 

 

Many Blessings, 

Pastor Vanessa 

WESTHAMPTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
 

JANUARY 2020 

 

 

A Word from your Pastor 
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    Annual Reports are due 

   A special thank you to the choirs for enriching 

our services of worship this past year and particu-

larly during the Christmas season. 

   Thank you to those who donated for the L.I. Brass 

Guild. Their presence enhances our special services 

at Easter and Christmas. 

  Happy New Year! 

 

Notes from the Organ Loft 

*Prayer Concerns:  

Recent: Eileen & Walter Johnson (sister-in-law and brother-in-

law of Mimi Wood); Sally Hoge; Paul & Ellen Pfaff; The Sagen-

dorf family; Kimberly Rogers Murawski; Dana Barrett (friend 

of Nancy Miller); Bob Baum, home; Emily Yervasi (daughter of 

Vinnie & Marie Yervasi); John Comba, Home; George Burns, 

home; Jay Sears; Frank Jessup; Rev. Kate Jones-Calone; Kay 

Kidde; Rev. John Kloepfer 
Long Term: Chelsey Carter Collins, Southampton Care Center; 

Russell Deihl; Brad Carbone; Gene Hubbard, Home 

 

 

Please remember to email your Annual Reports by  

January 10th to admin@westhamptonpresbyterian.org. 

*PDF files are preferred. Thank you. 

 
Christian Sympathy 
 
Dec. 6: To Kathy & Randy Day-

ton and their entire extended fam-

ily on the death of her mother  

Maureen Behringer. 

Dec. 7: To Claire Berry and her 

entire extended family on the 

death of her husband and member 

of WPC, Creighton Berry. A Me-

morial  Service will be held on 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 at 

1:00pm. Memorial gifts may be 

given to the Westhampton Pres-

byterian Church in the name of 

Creighton & Claire Berry.  

Dec. 23: To Eloise Carter and her 

entire extended family on the 

death of her father and member 

of WPC, James Bachman. A ser-

vice was held on Saturday, De-

cember 28th at 11:00am at the 

Westhampton Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

Church Family News 

USHERS 
Don’t forget to sign up to usher in 

the New Year! 

Meet and greet members, friends 

and visitors! It is a great way to 

become more involved! If you 

need more assistance, please con-

tact one of our Deacons. 

*Remember to submit your Tidings articles on the 15th each month so that it can be displayed in the next 

newsletter. Lets stay connected! 

―Darkness cannot drive out 

darkness: only light can do 

that. Hate cannot drive out 

hate: only love can do that.‖ 

-Martin Luther King Jr. 

A Testament of Hope: The 

Essential Writings and 

Speeches  

Martin Luther 
King , Jr.  
Birthday Anni-
versary Service 
Monday, January 
20th at the 
A.M.E. Zion 
church in 
Quogue. 

We Are Live! 

Visit the church website to view Sunday worship 

services streaming live every Sunday. 

www.westhamptonpresbyterian.org      

Click on ―Live Church WebCam” in the right 

hand corner of the homepage. 

 

 

Please be sure to pick up your giving envelopes and 

include an offering of $38.05 per church member for 

per capita contribution. 

Per Capita 2020 
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Youth Group & Christian Ed 

Welcome 2020! 

 

WOW…. December was filled to the brim with all kinds of ac-

tivities. Youth Group was busy collecting donations for Heifer 

(which we’ll shop for this month!) and Sunday School collecting 

to help offset the cost of Rev. Vanessa’s suitcases. As I write this, 

we still have one more week, so totals will come next month.  

 

The youth group also adopted a 12-year-old girl and 10-year-old 

boy from the Deacons adopt-a-family program.  Kaitlynn and 

Kayla picked out some nice gifts for them, we hope their Christ-

mas was extra special.  

 

Sunday School was busy with the production of Heaven and Na-

ture Sing. We battled sickness, school conflicts and shy little an-

gels but, the kids did an outstanding job of telling the story of 

Jesus' birth.  Everyone loved it! If you missed it, try to pull it up 

online, or take a look at the photos in this month’s Tidings.  

 

We helped with a church wide Caroling event consisting of 

youth, church members, friends, and Rev. Vanessa and her fam-

ily. We started off with a quick lunch at McDonald’s in HB then 

our first stop was in Southampton. We traveled from there to 

Hampton Bays, Quogue, Westhampton Beach, Westhampton then 

off to Remsenburg to finish off our day spreading Christmas 

cheer to our shut-ins. Yes, we were a little off key (maybe next 

year we’ll try to have some choir members accompany us!) 

but fun was had by all.  

 

January starts our confirmation class. We have a full class, 8 

as of now have signed up but could be as much as 12! Rev. 

Vanessa and I are looking forward to working with this year’s 

class.  We will be meeting after worship most Sundays from 

11:30 to 1:00. It’s not too late if you want to join, email me 

whpresbyterianss@gmail.com for more info.  

 

―This Year 

 Recognize your uniqueness,  

Offer your support to someone who needs it, 

 Keep going 

focus on love, forgiveness, and peace 

Keep growing 

 Steer clear of people and things that wound you 

 See the love around you 

Strive to be happy 

Speak and be heard 

Support what is right 

In the face of what is wrong 

Look forward 

And live today‖ 

 

Happy New Year! 

Kathy 



TIDINGS Page 4 

    December is flying by too quickly, so many things to do, with what seems like too little time.  In reality, time wise, it 

is no different from other months except for more seasonal events to be planned, attended and enjoyed. 

   Presbyterian Women and guests began the month with a Christmas wreath making, pizza eating gathering on Decem-

ber 4th. Each of the 40 plus wreaths reflected the designers creativity. All are now at homes with a family adding to the 

beauty of the holiday. 

   There was barely breathing time before all was busy preparing for the Christmas Tea and Bazaar on the 7th of De-

cember. Many hands and hours go into this annual event. Guests join us year after year. We renew friendships and 

make new friends, all a part of the rewards.  The monetary results, which support our mission pledges, are not to be 

overlooked. To all who worked a lot more than one day, our guests and community support, THANK YOU! A special 

thank you to Richard Childs, Peggy’s son, who stepped in, printed and delivered the posters seen in area business win-

dows. We miss Peggy but seeing her poster design with a bit of a change made her seem nearby. 

  On the 11th a handful ignored the snow and met for a Dessert/ Business meeting at 1:00 pm.  The pies were delicious 

and the business meeting very good. After reading Gale’s end of month Treasurer’s report we voted to give $5,000 to 

the WPC operating account for the 2020 calendar year. Part of this decision was based on the $4,500+ proceeds from 

the Christmas Tea & Bazaar. 

   Gale read a letter of introduction received from Child Fund International, to Leah from Rio Grande Valley, Texas. 

She has filled the vacancy left by Rubchan from India who reached 19 years of age in which no longer eligible for assis-

tance. 

   Time has come to consider replacing some of the stools around the kitchen table. They have served us well. Now for 

some comparison shopping, bringing information back for the member decision. 

   We will met at noon, January 8, 2020 for a luncheon/business meeting. Instead of a covered dish, the menu will be 

one main dish, salad, dessert and beverage. Please let the weatherman cooperate. We look forward to a few more voices 

as we prepare the 2020 calendar. 

   We have been a congregation privileged to have Creighton and Claire Berry worship with us until recent months 

when health issues determined what could or could not be done. We thank God for sharing Creighton’s knowledge, ar-

tistic talent and friendship with us until December 7th when he entered life eternal. His brushes, oils and canvases are at 

rest with him but his art work will stay with us. Our prayers go out to Claire and their family. 

  The remainder of the December calendar is full. You will read about the Williams’ Christmas fundraiser party, the 

Christmas Pageant, Blue Christmas Service and the Santa Brunch under other headings in Tidings. 

 

   May God’s love and presence be with all people not only at Christmas but, throughout the year ahead. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

  from Presbyterian Women 

PW News 

PW: Bazaar Recap 
 

  Well another year has begun and we can reflect on fond memories of the holidays. Mine always starts with the Christ-

mas Bazaar.  We had a very successful event this year.  I would like to thank all who helped to make it so. The crafters 

work all year to make lovely handcrafted ornaments.  A lively group gathered to decorate wreaths, enjoy pizza and have 

some fellowship.  People baked, organized and arranged to make everything look so magical. There is always a special 

blessing for those who help carry things up and down the stairs and help set up and take down tables. 

  Interestingly some of us carry on the wake of our parents. Ellenor Hann would be happy to see Janet selling wreaths 

and her other daughter Ellen Brenner pouring tea. Sue Bachman would smile on her daughter Eloise Carter who organ-

ized the baked goods. Ben Larson would be proud that his son Donn is carrying on his legacy of providing the greens for 

the wreaths. My sister Jean Seyfert helped to sell jewelry and I continue to organize the event after I began helping my 

mother and have now inherited.  On the other hand, one of our newest members showed up with cookies and toffee for 

the bake sale. That is the key. Tradition infused with new blood and ideas. 

  Thank you again for all who participated. 

  Christine Haddad, Chair 

   

Dedicated to my mother, Grace Haddad who somehow got the job and co- chaired the event for many years until she 

could no longer. 
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Stewardship Update 

Christmas Wreath decorations 

Do you discard your Christmas wreath, decorations, ribbons, ornaments, etc.? Presbyterian Women would love 

to use those decorations for crafting projects. Please leave them in the box provided, on the counter, in the 

church kitchen. Thank you. 

As most of you know, we used to decide how much money the church wanted to operate for the next year 

and then had a pledge campaign to try to reach that goal.  This year is more logical:  we had the pledge cam-

paign first and will work out a budget for whatever comes in when January arrives. 

The news is very good.  As of mid-December 103 pledges have come in totaling over $220,000.  This is to 

be compared to last year, when 94 pledges promised $176,000, and the year before that when $182,000 was 

pledged.  These numbers indicate a healthy and growing church.  Many people have increased their pledges, 

and new people are being added.. 

On the books we have 305 members, so it looks as if less than a third contribute, however many of us are 

couples counting as one pledge unit (close to fifty).  Then there are the folks who have moved away but still 

like to be part of our church, and some of our grown children who live elsewhere.   Most of them do not pledge.  

Fortunately some of the people we never see and some of our friends pledge, and we are most grateful. 

Then there is the truly unusual.  Do you remember Steve and Bea Marcks?  They were faithful members 

and sang in the choir, but they moved away sixteen years ago.  They got our stewardship letter and were moved 

to send a generous one-time check, I guess out of fond memories.  We never know who might reach out to us 

and who still feels connected even though they don’t pledge. 

By the way, we are still accepting pledges.  If you don’t have a pledge card, just drop a note to the church 

office with a figure for a pledge amount per week, month or year.                Stu Wood, Stewardship Chair 

Elliston Park Hike  

January 25th   10 am – noon will be our first 2020 hike at Emma Ross Elliston Park in Southampton. There will 

be views of Big Fresh Pond and Wolf Swamp Preserve. It will be about a 2 ½ - 3 mile hike. To car pool meet in 

the church parking lot at 9:15 am. After the hike we can go out to lunch in Southampton. If you have any ques-

tion ask Janet Hann. 



TIDINGS Page 6 

1 Scott Campbell 

2 Paul Pfaff 

2 Oliver Bradley 

2 Crawford Jackson IV 

3 Mia Victoria Tortorella 

5 Lilly Wagner 

5 Marjorie Ridgway 

6 Diane F. Perry 

7 Jared Jessup 

9 Mason Gragg 

11 Ralph Hubbard 

11 George Burns 

12 Jessie Deihl 

13 Karen Neubauer 

14 Seamus Naughton 

15 Bob Busking 

15  Derik Herzing 

15 Claire Berry 

15 SuZanne Jessup 

18 Steve Ravenhall 

20 Christian Carter 

23 Brian Mosher 

23 Tabitha Heath 

23         Jenn Greiner 

24         Benjamin Otis Miller 

25         Cathy Holliday 

26  Eric Wootten 

26   Kearney Staniford 

28  Chic Hedberg 

29  Lynda Confessore 

30  Maik Jornitz 

30  David Rowe 

31  Ralph Downs 

31  Sophie Rouhandeh 

31         Josephine Levitt 



TIDINGS Page 7 

January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New Year’s Day 

 

Office Closed 

2 

 

 

3 4 

 

1pm Creighton 

Berry memorial 

service 

 

7:00pm Iglesia 

Jesus El Camino 

Worship Service  

5 

2nd Sunday of 

Christmas 

Communion 

Rev. Ann Van 

Cleef  

6 7 

 

 

7pm Deacons 

8 

 

12pm PW Lunch-

eon/meeting 

9 

3:30pm East End 

Hospice Small 

Group 

 

 

 

10 11 

 

 

8am-5pm Fast-

ing Iglesia Jesus 

El Camino Wor-

ship Service  
 

 

12 

Baptism of the 

Lord 

13 

 

 

5pm Maureen’s 

Haven 

14 

 

5:15pm Music & 

Worship 

6pm Session 

15 16 

 

3:30pm East End 

Hospice Small 

Group 

17 18 

 

 

 

7:00pm Iglesia 

Jesus El Camino 

Worship Service  

19 

2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 

20 

 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

 

Office Closed 

21 

 

 

7pm Trustees 

22 23 

 

24 25 

11am M & E 

meeting 

 

 

7:00pm Iglesia 

Jesus El Camino 

Worship Service  

26 

3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 

 

 

11am Annual 

Congregational 

meeting-Annual 

Report reviewed 

27 28 29 30 31  

AA: 

Sat. 10am –Bailey Hall 

Sun. 12pm-Conf. Rm. 

Sun. 6pm– Bailey Hall 

Wed. 7:30pm– Bailey Hall 

 

Boy Scouts meet each Tues. 6pm 
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WESTHAMPTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                           

90 MEETING HOUSE ROAD                                     

WESTHAMPTON BEACH, NY 11978                                 

                    

Phone: 631-288-2576 

Fax: 631-288-6011 

email: 

admin@westhamptonpresbyterian.org 

Your issue of the January Tidings 

We’re on the web: 

www.westhamptonpresbyterian.org 

Happy New 

Year! 
 


