Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 29, 2020

PREPARATION
Silent Meditation

Ezekiel 37: 11-14
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut
off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my
people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you
up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have
spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”

Prelude
Greetings and Announcements
Call to Worship (In Unison)
Thus says the Lord: “I will put my breath within you, and you shall
live.” In gratitude, we praise the Giver of life. Jesus says: “I am the
resurrection and the life.” In gratitude, we praise the Source of our
Being. We gather to worship the One who frees us from the grave
and stirs dry bones to life. Spirit, come and enliven our worship!
Hymn 450
Be Thou My Vision
SLANE
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou
art; thou my best thought by day or by night, waking and sleeping, thy presence
my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; I ever with thee and
thou with me, Lord; thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower; raise thou
me heavenward, O power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou mine inheritance, now and
always; thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven,my treasure
thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O
bright heaven’s sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O
Ruler of all.

CONFESSION AND PARDON
Unison Prayer of Confession
Wonder working God, forgive us when preconceived notions
cloud our vision and blind us to your activity in our lives. We
watch for signs of your glory in the successful and strong, in
pious acts and unanswered prayers, in favorable outcomes and
dreams fulfilled. But you make yourself known in unexpected
ways. We long for a salve that relieves our stubborn focus on
inconsequential questions, and for water that heals our
blindness, to revelations of your love. Open our eyes, illumine
our minds, and prepare our hearts, to receive your amazing
grace. (Time of Silence)
Assurance of Pardon
Response of Praise No. 581
Gloria Patri
A Virtual Exchange of Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you. P: And also with you.
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Children’s Sermon and the Lord’s Prayer
Scripture Reading
John 11:1-45
L: This is the Word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God!
Sermon
*Hymn 649

And Jesus Wept
Rev. Vanessa Winters
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was
lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. How
precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. ‘Tis grace has
brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. The Lord has
promised good to me; his word my hope secures. He will my shield and portion
be as long as life endures.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no
less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

Pastoral Prayer
DEDICATION AND RESPONSE
Thanking God through the Offering
Doxology No. 606 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
OLD HUNDREDTH

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn 353 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

SOLID ROCK

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare
not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
REFRAIN: On Christ, the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking
sand; all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness seems to hide his face, I rest on his unchanging grace; in every
high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.
REFRAIN
His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood; when all
around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay.
REFRAIN
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found,
dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.
REFRAIN

*Charge and Benediction
Postlude
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