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FEBRUARY 2021 

 

 

 

 There’s lots going on in February—Valentine’s Day, Presidents’ Day, Ash Wednesday, Mardi Gras, 

Purim, and the Lunar New Year. It is also Black History month. It’s pretty common now for schools to recog-

nize this celebration, but as we get older our celebration of African-American history gets less common. Presi-

dent Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 1976 saying: “we need to seize the opportunity 

to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout 

our history.” 

 Black History Month started as “Negro History Week” in 1917 and was founded by Carter G. 

Woodson, often named the “father of black history.” He believed deeply that equality was only possible with 

the acknowledgment and understanding of a race’s history. He wrote: “Since its inception, Black History 

Month has never been just a celebration of black America’s achievement and stories—it’s part of a deliberate 

political strategy to be recognized as equal citizens.” 

 So often during this month we hear about incredible black poets and writers, songwriters and play-

wrights. But black history also includes a spiritual awakening led by the Black Church. The Black Church 

spoke out and led the movement that fought against brutality in the south. The Black Church helped American 

Christianity to reflect on the sin of supporting racial segregation and the brutal treatment of African Ameri-

cans, it invited other Christians to wrestle with the brokenness within the body of Christ. 

 There is often a sense of shame associated with encountering Black history. It is difficult for black peo-

ple to hear how their ancestors were brutalized and it is shameful for white people to know that your ancestors 

were part of that brutalizing or were indifferent. The church is a space where we can explore ways to over-

come this guilt and shame by reflecting on sin, confessing and seeking forgiveness and reconciliation in our 

country. This month can be a significant time in which we reflect and seek each other’s presence, worship, and 

express gratitude for our life together. We are people of faith and we have a unique opportunity to work to-

gether for justice, not just this month but all year long. 

 So, what are some of the ways that the church can celebrate and recognize Black History Month? 

1. Acknowledge that Black history is integral to American history. Celebrate that fact. Acknowledge the 

incredible efforts of Black brothers and sisters to persist and thrive. 

2. Support continuing efforts for equity and inclusion in our congregation and community. Reflect on how 

we can develop acts of confession and reparations for those who have been historically marginalized or 

denied justice. 

3. Pray and teach about the call of the gospel to serve the oppressed, bring hope, and to love justice. Don’t 

be afraid to ask questions—Why is this the way it is? What can we do as a church to address this issue 

of inequity? 

4. Learn and study about famous people of African descent in America and all over the world. Encourage 

children to embrace people of color as role models. 

5. Read authors from outside your ethnic group and who may hold a different perspective, especially 

those who have first-hand experience outside of your own. 

  Jesus calls us to love one another. One of the ways to do this is to lift one another up in celebration and  

remembrance. However you choose to observe Black History Month this year, know that you are following the 

 path of Jesus in doing so. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Vanessa 

A Note from your Pastor 
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February 7:  “Souper Bowl of 

Caring” -Since we will not be 

able to make soup and collect 

donations, please bring your 

canned goods and non-

perishables to the food pantry at 

the Immaculate Conception or 

any food pantry of your choice. 

 

February 7: Blanket Sunday  

offering 

 

February 15: Presidents Day-

Office Closed 

 

 

We Are Live! 

Visit the church website to view Sunday worship ser-

vices streaming live every Sunday. 

www.westhamptonpresbyterian.org 

Click on “Live Church WebCam” in the right hand 

corner of the homepage. 

 

 
Please be sure to pick up your giving envelopes and 

include an offering of $43.08 per church member for 

per capita contribution, this amount includes the $5 

Salary Supplement for Presbytery. 

  

Church News 

Per Capita 

*Prayer Concerns  

Recent: Inda Lawson, (Diane Perry’s neice); Ricco Paraz Johnson 

Jr., (Diane Perry’s great nephew); Ruth Feitl (Karl Feitl, Jr.’s 

mother & friend of Victoria Hedberg);Frintzilas family (Gale 

Seidler's nephew's family); Russell Babis; Seth Stevens; Kathleen 

Rogers (Kimberly Rogers Murawski’s mother); Maureen Nelsen; 

Bob Wetter (Nancy & Wes Winters brother-in-law), pancreatic can-

cer; Robyn DeLorenzo, Ruth Duvall’s granddaughter; Patrick J 

Knight, PLI Treasurer; John Lowe & Roberta Williams, friends of 

Vern Hackworth; Susan Sullivan, friend of Mary & John Hull; Kim-

berly Rogers Murawski; Dana Barrett, friend of Nancy Miller; Jay 

Sears  
Long Term: Chelsey Carter Collins, Southampton Care Center; 

Russell Deihl; Brad Carbone; Gene Hubbard; John Comba; Doro-

thy Evans; Paul & Ellen Pfaff; Rev. John Kloepfer, home 

February Hike 

Anyone interested in exploring the Arshamomaque 

Preserve in Greenport on Saturday, February 20th at 9 

am give Janet Hann a call at 631-288-6884 for more 

details and to sign up. 
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On Your Walk You Might See... 
 

 

 

 

 

Lichens! 

 
     Lichens are interesting organisms. There are approximately 3,600 species in North America and new ones 

are discovered every year. They can be found all across North America and all over the world. Lichens can be 

found in different diversities and climates, from deserts, alpine tundra and tropical rain forests. Our habitat and 

climate on Long Island is no exception. During our church hikes, we have seen lichens on trees, rocks and 

along the paths as we walked. 

     Lichens are two separate organisms and live a complex life because of the partnership of a fungus and an 

alga. The dominant partner is the fungus. Fungus can collect moisture. Fungus can decompose organic matter 

and are necessary for the survival of the ecosystem around them supplying plants and trees their nutrients. 

Fungi do not contain chlorophyll or any other means of producing their own food so they rely on organisms for 

nutrition. This is the function of the alga. It can photosynthesize and produce carbohydrates supplying the fun-

gus with food. 

      Lichen is not a kind of moss. Mosses are plant-like structures that look like and function like leaves, stems 

and roots. Lichen does not have any roots, stems or leaves. They rely on the alga for their chloroplasts. 

     This partnership of the fungus and alga is very important. Lichens enable alga to live all over the world in 

many different climates and provide a means to convert carbon dioxide in the atmosphere through photosyn-

thesis into oxygen, which we all need to survive. Lichen need clean air to survive and will not grow in poor 

quality air. A winter day walk is a good time to observe this interesting organism. 

 

Happy walking! 

Janet Hann 

 

 

       
 

      Lichen on tree        Reindeer lichen          Lichen on rock 

 

Photos courtesy of clip art  
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Youth Group  

   Can you believe it’s the second 

month of the new year? February has 

always been our month of supporting 

the local food pantry. Super Bowl 

Sunday is the largest food consump-

tion day of the year. Therefore, on this 

day, The Youth Group raises money to 

address hunger locally—This is the 

Souper Bowl of Caring. Unfortunately, 

we won’t be making soup this year to 

sell. I challenged you last month to fill 

a grocery bag weekly with a couple of 

items, how many of you met the chal-

lenge? Did you fill a grocery bag and 

drop it off at the food pantry?  There 

is still time to drop a bag off, or maybe 

even support a local soup kitchen. I 

know of one in Riverhead at the First 

Congregational Church of Riverhead, 

“Bread and More Soup Kitchen con-

tinues to serve a free to-go meal every 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 5:30-6:15. Maybe you’d like to 

drop off a grocery card or two to help 

them out.  

 

We will miss our Lenten Festival too, 

but if you are interested in some crafts 

here are some links: 

https://www.pinterest.com/

loraineb/lenten-crafts/ 

https://

www.sundayschoolkids.com/

menu-lent-resources.htm 

https://www.pinterest.com/

NEIASynod/lent-easter-ideas-

for-children/ 

https://ministry-to-children.com/

lenten-bible-lessons-for-kids/ 

 

 

And Sunday School lessons weekly 

after 8am Sunday’s (scroll to bottom 

of page): https://theparentcue.org/

faith/ 

 

“Let us pray this week for ways that 

we as faith communities can respond 

with action to help feed the hungry. 

( Matthew 25:35) 

Gracious God we pray for those who 

hunger in this land: whose only 

kitchen is a soup kitchen/food pan-

try, whose only food is what others 

don’t want, whose diet depends on 

luck, not planning. We pray for those 

who never knew food insecurity but 

now find themselves in an unknown 

place of not being able to provide 

food for their families. We pray for 

those worldwide where their govern-

ments cannot respond to human 

need, where fields are devastated by 

draught, or locusts or floods. 

 

Gracious God guide us in ways we 

can feed your people whether it be 

“hands on” and/or calling on govern-

ments to respond to the needs of their 

people.  Help us to act with focus and 

speed.  Open our eyes, hearts and 

hands to the movement of your 

Spirit, that we might be the hands 

and feet of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 

whose name we pray. Amen.” 

The Presbytery of Newton 

 

I hope everyone is well and staying 

safe until we can meet again…… 

 

Kathy 

https://www.pinterest.com/loraineb/lenten-crafts/
https://www.pinterest.com/loraineb/lenten-crafts/
https://www.sundayschoolkids.com/menu-lent-resources.htm
https://www.sundayschoolkids.com/menu-lent-resources.htm
https://www.sundayschoolkids.com/menu-lent-resources.htm
https://www.pinterest.com/NEIASynod/lent-easter-ideas-for-children/
https://www.pinterest.com/NEIASynod/lent-easter-ideas-for-children/
https://www.pinterest.com/NEIASynod/lent-easter-ideas-for-children/
https://ministry-to-children.com/lenten-bible-lessons-for-kids/
https://ministry-to-children.com/lenten-bible-lessons-for-kids/
https://theparentcue.org/faith/
https://theparentcue.org/faith/
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  A group of seven landowners and farmers met twice a 

year in an area that became known as “Hunter’s Gar-

den.” The seven original members included men from 

the Tuttle, Smith, Jayne, Gordon and Wells families. 

 They welcomed anyone who would like to join 

the association. The $2.00 for the meal covered all fees 

and dues. 

 There is a record of a 1909 luncheon at which 

the price was 30 cents per person. 

 This picture was included in the May 27, 1967 

issue of a publication called “Dawn.” I thought it 

would be interesting to share it. Rev . Frederick Hom-

righouse is the gentleman on the right opening cherry-

stone clams. 
 
 

 
 

 Presbyterian Women 
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A hymn for Church World Service's Blanket Sunday  

God, You Wrap Your Love Around Us  

CONVERSE 8.7.8.7 D ("What a Friend We Have in Jesus")  

God, you wrap your love around us, Like a blanket, soft and warm.  

You give rest when we are weary, You protect us from the storm.  

May each person who finds shelter In these blankets that we share Also feel the joy and comfort Of your love's 

protecting care.  

Jesus, you were once a baby, Sought by those who would destroy. Into Egypt you were carried — Far from 

home, a little boy.  

Were you wrapped up warm to travel, Safe from terror, free from harm? Did you feel God's strong protection, 

Snuggled there in Mary's arm?  

May the women, men and children Fleeing danger every day Know, through us, your living presence; You 

walk with them on their way. Spirit, as you give them comfort, Teach us here to freely give; May we blanket 

this world over With your love, so all may live.  

Tune: Charles Crozat Converse, 1868 ("What a Friend We Have in Jesus") (MIDI) Alternate tune: BEECHER, 

John Zundel, 1870 ("Love Divine, All Loves Excelling") (MIDI)  

Text: Copyright © 1999 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  

Copied from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today's Worship  

by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Geneva Press, 2000).   

Downloadable from CWSblankets.org 
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1 Joanna Howard Feuer 

1 Madeline, Michael, and Mac Gillooley 

1 John Campbell 

3 Deborah and Bob Busking 

4 Nancy Winters 

5 Zachary Downs 

7 Miles Tamis 

9 Jonn Larson 

9 Donn Larson 

9 Carter Cline 

12 Phyllis Styrzo 

12 Cassie Dayton Vigouroux 

14 Taylor Wagner 

15  Mary Brennan 

15 Robert Van Cleef  

16  Matt Ravenhall 

17  Max Quinlan 

18 Louise Smith 

18  Sean Doyle 

21 Carol Lee Nespole 

22 Casandra and Joshua Carrick 

23 Sandy Surgan 

24 Geoffrey Strong 

25 Kimberly Rogers Murawski 

27  Sally Hoge 

27 Nora David 

27 Jionni Vigorito 

27 Marissa Schultze 

28 Laurie Pitcher 

28 Alison Strong 

28  Patricia Kottl-Bebon 

29  Warren & Brittany Frevert IV 
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February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Groundhog Day 

 

 

7pm Deacons 

3 

 

9:15am Mission 

 

4 5 6 

7 

5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

Souper Bowl of 

Caring 

Blanket Sunday 

10am Virtual 

Worship service, 

www.westhampto

npresbyterian.org 

8 9 

5;15pm M&W 

 

6pm Session 

10 

10:30am Staff 

11 12 13 

14 

Transfiguration 

of the Lord 

10am Virtual 

Worship service, 

www.westhampto

npresbyterian.org 

 

 

15 

President’s Day 

Office Closed 

16 

 

 

7pm Trustees 

17 

Ash Wednesday 

18 19 20 

9am Hike with 

Janet : 

Arshamomaque 

Preserve in 

Greenport 

21 

1st Sunday in 

Lent 

10am Virtual 

Worship service, 

www.westhampto

npresbyterian.org 

22 23 24 25 26 

 

27 

28 

2nd Sunday in 

Lent 

10am Virtual 

Worship service, 

www.westhampto

npresbyterian.org 
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WESTHAMPTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                           

90 MEETING HOUSE ROAD                                     

WESTHAMPTON BEACH, NY 11978                                 

                    

Phone: 631-288-2576 

Fax: 631-288-6011 

email: 

admin@westhamptonpresbyterian.org 

Your issue of the February Tidings 

We’re on the web: 

www.westhamptonpresbyterian.org 

Faithfully Friendly For All—Always 
Welcome   .   Include   .   Involve 


